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. 18 Kovember 1960 :

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Direetor/Support
SUBJECT : History of the CIA Cornerstone Box

Folloving the symbolie plecing of the Corperstone Box at the
laying of the CIA Cornerstone by the President of the United States,
Duight D. Eisenhower, on 3 November 1959, the box was removed from .
its nitch and taken into custody until sueh time es the Cornerstone
vas permanently empleced. At that timc, the Cornerstone Box contained
only that materiel vhich was lieted in the program of the Ceremony, .
rinus the microfilm of the newspepers ¢t 3 November, the tape recording
of the Cornerstone Ceremony, and the ptotographs of that oerasion.

2. Despite the Director's joking rzmark to the President (recorded
on the tape) that the contents of the Iox were "secret”, there were no
classified documents in the Cornerstons fox. Pricr to the ceremony,
careful counsideration had been given tc the documents which vere ‘o he
included in the Box. After eonsulteticn with the Deputy Dirccto: 3 and
the Inspector General, Mr. Wealter Pforzih:zimer, the Curator of the CIA
Historical Intelligence Collection, he¢ drawvn up & list of propos.ad -
materials for inclusion in the Box, sul jzet to the approval of Mr. Dulles,
Ineluded on the list were a considerubl: number of elassificd documerts,
largely in the field of National Estimei:a. It wes finally deternined
not to inelude any classified material i1 the Cornerstone Bcx et the
time of the Ceremony, and that the whole subject of classifizd contents
ghould be held in abeyance until it coull be determined vhat degrze
of eontrol the Security Offiece would hsi: over the new build¢ing when
the box wes finally put into the Cornersione. Late in Septenber 1960,
the contraetors advised that they were virtuelly st the poirt vhen
they would deeire to lay the Cormerston: permmnently. A% ti-t tige,
the conten%s of the Cornerstone Box wer: reconsidered, and #:e DG
npfe a final determination that it shou'sl econtain no elassifiied p:terial.
it the request of the Office of the DDF. there wes added to “he ¢ atents
of the Box those medals which are awexdid for distinguished :erwi »
in the field of intelligence, namely: th: National Security °a2dal ;
the Distinguished Intelligence Cross; th:-Distinguished Intcilige e Modal,
the Intelligence Star, and the Intellig=use Medal of Merit; <oget -
vith a deseription of these medals apd hi2 cortifiecates whici
ececmpany them when avarded; and also & nopy of the Certificate ¢
Merit with Distinetion and the Certific.i;2 of Merit. The ac :plet
1ist of the contents of the Cormerstone HJox is appended as 145 A.

3. At this time, reconsideration :m3 also giwen to the PTOf v
preservation of the contents of the Cori:rstone Box and its »ltip-ie
sealing. There had been & general feeling that the eopper 'z, £ cnished
by the arvhitects, was not of the desir:d standard. It was ‘athe < toc
coill for the contents, and its aopper -3 not suffieiently :aiek o
withstend the peceseary welding of the isy without seriousl; shar ‘ng
tht papers enclosed. On the other hand, it had to be of the sorr t
site to fit into the riche proviéed for 1% bohind the Corner. .ome
sish. For these resccns, Mr. H. Ootes i'icyd, Assistant D:pu - DL etor/
Swport, made arrangezents, through the 1A Techniesl Servie . Di sion,
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with the Bational Bursaum of Standard: to prepare & pew copper box,
whose sides ere about an eigirth of wu inch thick. The box has been
constructed from thirty pounds of ecpper. The magnetic tape recording
of the Cornerstone Ceremony and the formal opening of the contractors’
bids on the building has been plased in a steel box with a quarter inch
steel plate on top and bottoa, &nd o 1/8 ipch steel plate on the sidec.
A description of the Cornersione Bo: end its preparation, written by
the Bureau of Standards, is attached herewith as Tab B.

k., On 20 Cctober 1960, Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Pforzheimer, accom ed 25X

25X1 two members of the Technical Services Division staff,
, went %o the Kational Bureau of Standards
and placed the material in the Corn:rstone Box. The Box cover was
then welded into place by Bureau of Standards employees. This
proecess was under the sopervisionm of George A. Ellinger, Chief of
the Corrosion Section, Matallurgy Division, Kational Bureau of
Standards, and ¥elvin Romanoff of his staff. ‘Pietures of the cercaory
vere taken. The copper hox was ther buffed by Mr. Ziedn, also a
Bureau employce. Irscribed on the <op of the Box is an instructicn
vhich reads as fallows: :

Top

To Open:

Cut Carefully Near Top

Do Not Use Torch )

5. On 2 Fovember, Colonel L. K. White, Deputy Director/Support,
accompanied by Mr. Lloyd and M. Pfcrzheimer, inserted the Coxnerstone
Box into its niteh, and the Cornerstone was then lowered into place.
Nany of the participants, 3 Mr. Jues A. Garrison, 25X1
Direstor of Logistiecs, )lr.l I, Chief of the Building
Planning Staff, and other members o thelir staff, as well as

reprasentatives of the architects and contraetors, threw lucky pennies
into the niteh with the Box. Photogrephs were taken.

25X1

VWulter Pfordhedfer
Curstor/Historieal Intelligence
Ccllection
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CONTENTS (F CORRERSTONE BXX

Copy of Memorandum for Presidemt Franklin D. Roosevelt from Major
General Willism J. Donovan, Directer of the Office of Strategic Services,
dated 18 November 1944, regarding $he establishment of a permanent
eentralized intelligence service apd copy of Memorandum from President
Roosevelt to General Donovan, dated 5 April 1945, directing that
Gensral Donovan discuss his plan with the appropriate officials of the
Government.

Copy of President Harry S. Tyumon’s Executive Letter of 22 Jamuary
1946, establishing the National Intelligence Authority and the Central
Intelligense Group. ;

Statement of General (then Lieutenant Generel) Hoyt S. Vandenberg,
Director of Central Intelligenes, before the Senate Committee on Amed
Services, on 29 April 1947, in support of the sections of the proposed
Bational Seeurity Act of 1947 to esteblish the Central Intelligence
Ageney.

A Text and Explanation of Statutes and Executive Orders relating

specifieally to the Central InSelligence Agency, including Enebling
and Appropriations Acts for the construction of the new CIA Building.

Reproduetion of the CIA seal and its official deseription.

"Williem J. Donovan and the National Security." A speech by
Allen W. Dulles, Director of Central Intelligance, to the Erie
County Bar Asscciation, Buffalo, New York, & May 1959.

Aerisal photographs of the area of the CIA Building site at the
‘time of the Cornerstone Ceremony. -

Copy of the architect's drawing of the CIA Building as it will
appear vhen ccmpleted.

Invitation to the ceremony, copy of the Program, tape recording
of the proceedings, selected photographs of the ceremony, and copy of
'pamphlet entitled "The Cornerstone Ceremony,” containing the speeches
.made on the oecasion.

A microfilm of Washington and northern Virginh end nevwspapers for
3 Bovember 1959 (the date of the ceremony), and seleeted articles from
subsequent issues (4-6 November) concerning the ceremony.

The NHational Security Medal and the three CIA Medals, the
Distinguished Intelligenece Cross, the Distinguished Intelligence Medal,
the Intelligence Star, and the Intelligence Medal of Merit; together
vith a deseription of these medals ard the certificates which accampeny
the:a vhen swarded; and also a copy of the Certifieate of Merit with
Distinetion and the Certificate of Marit.
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#Mathod of Conetructlon »f Metal Boxes

Used to Contain The: @ Artiecles

The steal box vhith containg tb megnet e GEps Wes LustIusied
from ALSl mmber 1020 ateel. The pi 'es Tor the sides, wop Bnd
tobuo of the nm: and cover wure eu‘ © size apd ell adges grovud.
The seems in the bor eud cover were . ined by the elecirie ar.
teld method. _ |

“he outer ecrteinor was fabrdc: 4 from sopper platzs whaish

“1ere jJoined by Eeliarc welds {imert . is tungoten ave msilod).

i‘he container was lined with a: :stos poper (drizss st 1055 o
18 nours), the cortents inserted in = bux wad the 114 ves welded
in plese. During the operation of s ling tihe rlid, the containe:
ves immersed in water up to onme ineh ‘rom the top in ovier to
zeduse the tempoercture inside the boo . |

Frior to realing the copper box the saze operatisus wvere
performed on a dumy box which conte. ed similur articios. Bafore
cpening the box to examine the eont: 8, 1t vas totalis imnarsed in
,v'ipter to check for lealmge.

The box wus zade and sealed at 2 Fational Burenn of Stand els.
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